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Abstract : Results in each country are as follows;

1. Research on the utilization of the NCGM collaboration institutions and strengthening their research capacity

Lao PDR: This study aimed to improve research contents and also strengthen research system of Lao
PDR by promoting the activities of "National Health Research Forum" (NHRF) and deepening the
involvement of the Laos-Institut Pasteur (IPL) which is the NCGM overseas collaboration institution
in Lao PDR. In 2015, the final year of this research, the NCGM signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for cooperation agreement with the National Institute of Public Health
(NIOPH), which manages the NHRF.

1) Strengthening of the research system of the Lao PDR by formulation of overseas collaboration
institution in Lao PDR

In 2013, an implementation system where Lao side took the initiative to organize the 7th NHRF was
introduced with joint support by the NCGM-led research partners including France, the United
Kingdom and Germany. In 2014, Lao side took more ownership for the 8th NHRF which was jointly
held by the NIOPH and Laos Health Sciences University. In addition, after a large-scale JICA research
project with the IPL (SATREPS) has been launched, the base of support was formulated by the JCHR
(including the NCGM as the central body) for both types of researches on 1) health policy and social
medicine promoted by NIOPH and 2) infectious diseases with a core of biotechnology promoted by IPL.
In 2015, the “Strategy on the Promotion and Management of Health Research” was issued by the
Department of Training and Research of the Ministry of Health (MOH), and Policy Dialogue was
performed for its implementation in the 9th NHRF.

In conjunction with the establishment of online system of health research registration and database
(Lao PDR Health Research Portal), the system for health research has been greatly enhanced. For
further strengthening, the NCGM signed the MOU for Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement with
the NIOPH in October 2015.

2) Collaboration with health staff for joint research

As for the activities in SVK, the Village Health Volunteer Training Center was constructed in 2013

with the support of the Embassy of Japan in the Lao PDR, which introduced training management.

After the discussion with the NIOPH, the Health Sciences University and the provincial officers, the



research on the MCH has been implemented together with malaria control research since 2014. SVK
Health Department participated in these researches actively with the NIOPH researchers to reflect
questions arising in their daily activities. The delivery work records at the health center were analyzed,
by which it was explored that the villagers did not use the district hospital or health center for delivery,
even in the villages with relatively good access to the health facilities. Following a study undertaken to
identify promoting factors of delivery at health facilities in these villages, the results were reflected to

health policy at national level and activity plan at the health center.

2. Study on the implementation of high-quality clinical epidemiology research and the support system

in the overseas collaboration institution in Vietnam

Vietnam: The objectives of the research are to improve the quality of the local staff and that of
researches by conducting/repeating clinical epidemiology training annually. With playing the roles as
the consultation team in the practice of the individual studies, lecturers aimed to strengthen the
support system for high-quality clinical epidemiology study. Two seminars were conducted at the Bach
Mai Hospital, Hanoi, Vietnam in 2014 and 2015.

Currently, there are two or three full-time staff, as well as a few part-time staff working on a
per-project basis, at the Hanoi Office. For future development of the collaboration institution, training
for young part-time workers is necessary. They are already working as a professional group of research
assistance as well as on the office-based duties. They are expected to be the human resources to cope
with higher-large-scale quality research to obtain theoretical and systematic knowledge with
deepening the experience, by attending clinical epidemiology training course, such as described above,

As a practical model research, "Study of the paranasal sinuses bronchial syndrome in Vietnam" was
conducted. This research was intended to grasp the actual situation of chronic upper and lower
respiratory tract infections in developing countries, where young part-time worker would get
experience on the job training, by playing the role of full-time staff working in pairs with the senior
full-time staff. Currently, two staff continue to be responsible with data entry and basic statistical
analysis, and their results were presented at the English poster-discussion session of the Japanese
Respiratory Disease Society in 2015. In addition, clinical epidemiology training for Vietnamese staff
was utilized in tuberculosis research. Five papers were published in international journals during the

research period.

3. Research on the way of effective projects in overseas collaboration institutions

1) Cambodia: A first joint venture memorandum of understanding was signed between the National
Maternal and Child Health Center and NCGM in 2012, which was extended for further three years in
2015. Clinical capacity building in neonatal field through research (neonates and midwifery field) was

conducted. Four technical report conferences were carried out, and results of clinical trainings and



researches were presented. It has deployed to the technical cooperation related to early diagnosis and
early treatment of cervical cancer utilizing the JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Scheme in
2015.

2) Myanmar: Dpt. of Health has been divided into Dpt. of Health Service and Dpt. of the Public Health
since April 2015. NCGM signed a new agreement with Dpt. of Health Service in March 2016, and it is
expected that a new agreement will be signed with Dpt. of Public Health. Joint Research Meetings (the
Protocol Meeting) were conducted twice a year. Research collaboration for the research on multi-drug
resistant bacteria with the National Health Laboratory has been agreed, based on which the research
started in August 2015.

3) Indonesia: Since the roles of Sulianti Saroso Infectious Disease Hospital (SSIDH) and the NCGM
are quite similar and also the SSIDH would like to adopt the NCGM’s training courses on infectious
disease, the SSIDH requested health and medical cooperation by the NCGM. On the other hand, the
NCGM recognizes the importance of the research fields of MERS and avian influenza, a symposium on
infectious diseases was held at the SSIDH and the MOU for research collaboration was concluded in

2015.

4. Studies on capacity development of human resource utilizing the IOM-NCGM Research
Collaboration Office in Nepal

In January 2013, MOU was concluded between the NCGM and the Institute of Medicine Tribhuvan
University (IOM), by which a unique cooperation was started focusing on research and the relevant
human resource development. The purpose of this study is to strengthen capacity development of
human resource at the IOM, by taking advantage of the overseas platform of the NCGM located at
IOM (IOM-NCGM Research Collaboration Office). During the period 2013-2015, the following
activities were carried out: 1) Improvement of management capacity at the IOM-NCGM Research
Collaboration Office, 2) Improvement in human resource development at IOM, 3) Support of
collaborative researches between the NCGM and the IOM., 4) Organizing Joint Conferences (2013 and
2014), 5) Survey on contribution by the IOM/TUTH to medical care for casualties of the earthquake
in April 2015, 6) Situation analysis on the current IOM etc.

Fruitful results have been obtained in collaborative researches (multi-drug resistant bacteria,
nosocomial infection control, malaria control and health system, double burden of communicable and
non-communicable diseases, diarrheal diseases, etc.). Besides, these activities contributed to human
resource development at the IOM.

IOM has developed to be one of the best medical institutions which receives the deep reliance from
the nation and makes many contributions to various medical activities in Nepal. The IOM-NCGM
Research Collaboration Office is carrying out a new and unique collaboration after the end of ODA

projects, which could contribute to expansion of the ODA.
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