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Abstract :

The research aims to analyze current issues and challenges on HIV/AIDS program in African and
Asian countries, and to provide recommendations and/or interventions for better strategy and
policy to the Ministry of Health (MoH) in each country and the international organization such as
World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

As of March 2015, the end of the first year of our research project, several outputs have been
already produced as follows: 1) Two presentations in the HIV expert consultation conference held
by WHO Western Pacific and South East Asia; ii) Four manuscripts submitted to peer-review
international journals; and iii) Nine oral and poster presentations in the international
conferences.

Our research project has four components, and the progress and output in each research are
shown as follows:

Research 1. Continuum of HIV care services (Dr. Shinsuke Miyano)

In Africa, a prospective HIV cohort study has been started in the rural four districts in Zambia in
order to analyze the continuum of HIV care starting from diagnosis, treatment and continuous
suppression of HIV. One thousand and two hundred patients have been enrolled and their
follow-up data have been collected properly.

In Asia, the research protocols have been developing in Myanmar and Lao PDR in collaboration
with WHO and MoH in each country.

Research 2. HIV and its stigma in maternal and child health (Dr. Koji Wada)

In Africa, a prospective cohort study on HIV-positive pregnant mother and their babies has been
set up and its analysis has been done in Chongwe district, Zambia. The qualitative research on
pediatric and adolescent HIV treatment and care has been also conducted in order to analyze their
quality of care, stigma and disclosure of HIV status.

In Asia, the situational analysis of the prevention program of mother-to-child transmission
(PMTCT), and pediatric and adolescent HIV treatment and care has been done.

Research 3. Effective linkage between HIV and other services (Dr. Kenichi Komada)

In Africa, a retrospective cohort analysis on TB/HIV co-infected patients was done in eight rural
districts in Zambia in order to analyze i) association between the timing of treatment initiation for
both HIV and TB and their outcomes, and ii) association between the change of the national
guidelines and their outcomes.

Research 4. HIV and healthcare financing (Dr. Hideki Miyamoto)

In Africa, some interviews and data collection in terms of the national budget for HIV program
and the whole healthcare financing scheme were done in Zambia.
In Asia, the same interviews and data collection with Zambia were done in Thailand that has more

advanced policy on these topics.
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