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Subject No. 1 259

Title : Promotions of injury surveillance, injury prevention and trauma care education in
developing countries.

Researchers : Akio Kimura, Hideharu Tanaka, Masao Ichikawa, Yuichi Koido, Tetsuo Hara

Key word : trauma registry, simulation training,

Background: Recently, rapid motorization have remarkably increased road traffic injuries in Asian countries.
Lao PDR is not an exception. There are big needs for injury prevention and trauma care improvement. We had
conducted a research project about promotion of an injury surveillance system, injury prevention and trauma
care education for health care workers in Laos for a several years.

Reports of recent activities:

Report from Kimura et al.: So far 9239 patient data have been collected. We submitted a paper titled “Road
Traffic Injury among Child Motorcyclists in Vientiane, Laos: a Cross-sectional Study Using a Hospital-Based
Injury Surveillance Database”.  For sustainability of injury surveillance, the system will be changed to
stand-alone soft-wares without using internet because the maintenance cost is too high for Lao people after this
project is over. Japanese researchers will provide soft-ware installed personal computer to the three national
hospitals in Vientiane in the next fiscal year.

Report from Tanaka et al.: In December 2014, in Vientiane, we provided a medical rally of trauma care, which
is a set of simulation trainings for teams from pre-hospital care to in-hospital initial management of traumatized
patients, with Lao instructors. Nine teen healthcare workers participated the rally. It seemed to raise each
participant’s motivation for trauma education.

Report from Ichikawa et al.: As part of research capacity development in Lao PDR, we, Japanese and Lao
researchers and physicians, conducted a survey together. Based on the findings from our injury surveillance data
as well as our previous roadside observation, we found mobile phone use while driving as an emerging
distracting behavior among motorcyclists, especially among young ones who are actually the predominant traffic
crash victims in the city, and also inexperienced drivers who are more likely affected by distracted driving. We
therefore conducted a questionnaire survey among such motorcyclists of high school students to investigate the
prevalence of this behavior. Of 883 survey respondents who reported to drive motorcycles at least once a week,
about half have ever used phones while driving motorcycles in both sexes, with about half engaging in phone use
while driving at least 2 days a week and 70% engaging for 1 min or longer on an average day. They used phones
while driving not only for talking but also for text messaging and listening through earpiece with phone. In some
instances, phone use was reportedly involved in their past crash experiences. For a sound policy to regulate this
emerging risk behavior among motorcyclists, its contribution to the occurrence of overall crashes among
motorcyclists should be investigated.

Report from Koido et al.: We provided the 5 th semminar of disaster medicine in Vientiane. The seminar
increased comprehension of participants more than before, because 40 % of participants were repeaters. In the
next fiscal year, there may be a need for change of venue to rural cities.

Report from Hara et al.: So far, 934 operative cases were registered. Young males, motor cycle drivers and
accidents al night were characteristics of head injuries in Vietnam. Patients with Glasgow Coma Scale score
more than 12 suffering from epidural hematoma were most frequent as operative candidates, resulting good

outcomes.
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