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Abstract

In Lao PDR, we evaluated risk factors affecting routine immunization among children
five to nine years old collected from nationwide cross-sectional study. The multivariate logistic
regression model revealed that maternal age and notification of vaccination date by the village
authority increased the odds of full vaccination. Further detailed qualitative research may be
needed to discover how maternal sociodemographic factors influence the utilization of these
services (Biosci Trends 2013; 7: 178). We conducted another research targeting one to two years
old, and the results are under analysis.

In Philippines, to describe HRQOL (health-related quality of life) among pulmonary
tuberculosis (PTB) patients and to determine factors associated with HRQOL. A cross-sectional
survey was conducted at 10 public health centers and 2 non-government organization clinics in
District I, Tondo, Manila. Face-to-face interviews using a structured questionnaire were
performed with 561 PTB patients. HRQOL among PTB patients was generally impaired. Factors
associated with lower physical component summary were exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS)
(P = 0.038), positive sputum smear result (P = 0.027), not working (P = 0.038), lower education
level (P < 0.01), number of symptoms (P < 0.01), number of adverse drug reactions (ADRs)

(P <0.01), higher score on the MRC dyspnea scale (P < 0.01), and low perceived social support
(P = 0.027). Socioeconomic status including SHS exposure and low perceived social support, in
addition to clinical factors, may be associated with poor HRQOL. Further study would be needed
to assess our findings (Qual Life Res 2014; 23: 1523).

In Myanmar, we collected data from blood transfusion services at the National Blood
Center during 2000-2013 retrospectively, including data on the voluntary and replacement donor
numbers and the HIV-positivity rate identified in the blood screening. The HIV screening-positive
donor proportion was remarkably reduced from 1.02% in 2000 to 0.18% in 2013, accompanied by
an increase of voluntary donors along with other interventions such as donor deferral,
computerized registration, and component preparation (ISBT Sci Series, in press).

We held a satellite session, “Operational Research for Better Practice and Policy:
Strengthening Regional Research Networks to Answer Questions from the Field”, during the 11th
International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific, in November 2013 at Bangkok. The
session was co-organized by NCGM and the World Health Organization Regional Office for the
Western Pacific with 25-8 research fund.

Close collaboration and timely data sharing with governments and international

organizations may lead effective infectious diseases control.
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tuberculosis. Public Health Action 2015;5(1):83-88.
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