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Abstract: In developing countries, major causes of child mortality include neonatal disease,
congenital anomaly, infection, accidental death, and also childhood cancer. Though medical aid
programs have put effort into vaccination projects, such aid for children's cancer has been taken
less seriously. Recently Western industrialized countries have actively begun to support children
suffering from cancer in developing countries. The aim of this study is to achieve better medical
quality of childhood cancer by improving diagnostic skills, supportive care, and treatment
environments in Vietnam. Having developed the basic strategy for this project, we are considering
implementing our activities in other Southeast Asian nations that may require support in the field
of children's cancer treatment. During this first year of our cooperative study with Vietnam, we
have investigated the medical situation of children's cancer treatment at National Hue Central
Hospital, pointed out problems and concerns, and discussed them. We have focused on children's
acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) which is the most common oncology disease there. Indeed in
Vietnam the institutions where the children can get treatment for cancer is limited only to Hanoi,
Hue, Da Nang and Ho Chi Min. Hanoi and Hue follows American protocols (CCG), Ho Chi Min
follows French (Frail) protocols, while Da Nang adheres to German (BFM) protocols. In Hue, the
Central Hue Hospital Children's Center has only its pediatric hematology oncology division. They
have treated over 100 ALL cases since 2008, with 20-30 new ALL patients per year, following a
modified CCG protocol which employs lower-toxicity chemo drugs. Regarding diagnosis, these
institutions can perform basic examination such as blood sample tests (CBC) and bone marrow
aspirations (bone marrow smear) but molecular gene exam or image tests are limited. As for
chemotherapy, they follow the protocol correctly but the distribution of chemo drugs has
sometimes been delayed, thus affecting the treatment. Supportive care — such as oral care,
administration of injection rote, prevention of infection, and blood transfusion — may have room for
improvement. Treatment environments have improved and are better prepared than before,
thanks to assistance by outside medical aid organizations. Furthermore, other medical support
organization has made efforts to support patient’s families and to educate patients and parents
about the treatment and disease; this has led to a reduction of abandonment of treatment of
patients from urban areas. Furthermore patients’ documents were well recorded and maintained.
Overall, children's ALL treatment in Hue has been improving since they began to treat according
to unified protocols, although treatment outcomes have not reached those of advanced countries.
The approximate rate of event free survival is 50%; half of patients failed during treatment.
Therefore we have decided to conduct a review of these deaths in order to better understand the
problems with children's ALL treatment in Hue. Currently we are drafting revised plans for this
research for submission to the Japanese Ethics Committee and to our counterparts in Vietnam.
During the second year of this study, we will conduct this project and summarize the outcomes

along with Vietnamese investigators.
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The results of using the Japanese guideline for the
prevention of mother—to—child transmission of HIV
infection: A report from one institution

Shinichi Hosokawa
Mizue Tanaka

Nao Morimoto
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Satoshi Takasago
Tomoko Mori
Hiroki Katou
Kazuhiro Shoya
Koutarou Nomura
Chie Iitake
Shinya Tsuzuki
Mai Kubota
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Noriko Sato
Takeji Matsushita
Shigeki Minoura
Yoshimi Kikuchi
Shinichi Oka

The 11th International
Congress on AIDS in
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The degree of oxidant stress in neonates with oxygen

Shinichi Hosokawa
Takeji Matsushita

Hot Topics in
Neonatology 2013
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