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Title: Designing a systematic ICT data aggregation and manipulation platform for use in scientific

evidence-based policy formulation and deploying the platform across multiple countries

Researchers: Kenji Shibuya, Hiroaki Miyata and Yasushi Katsuma
Key word: Global health, Health care system, ICT, Platform
Abstract: The Institute for Global Health Policy Research (iGHP) has implemented global health policy

research predicated on ‘“Person-centered Open Platform for wellbeing (PeOPLe),” a systematic data aggregation and
evaluation ICT platform. iGHP also operates as a think tank and is actively involved in joint international studies. iGHP

has taken on more researchers and has published a total of 61 papers in the area of international health care policy.

e  We conducted a field survey on the health care needs of refugees under the aegis of the UNRWA’s (United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East) Health Bureau, Jordan and other
neighboring countries. We identified a need for more effective solutions to tackle chronic diseases such as
diabetes, which continue to spread at alarming rates. We have therefore developed a number of solutions
including improved electronic maternity health records, ICT tools for patients with chronic afflictions, and a

mobile app that allows patients to access their medical data.

e  We are developing an open source data platform for PeOPLe that will enable intercountry comparison. We are
also working with expert consultants on privacy protections and data utilization aspects as well as coordinating

with other regions on future roll-out plans.

e As part of the Global Health and Universal Health Coverage Partnership Project (GLO + UHC) administered
by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in Thailand, we are working with the Thai government
on a joint research project utilizing medical big data and ICT; Data Utilization Team, which examines the
national health system finances and analysis of asthma and diabetes, and Data Platform Team, which will
establish a localized version of PeOPLe. Together with the Thai research members, we have hosted several
international symposiums at the UHC Tokyo Forum in December 2017 and Prince Mahidol Award Conference

(PMAC) in Thailand in January 2018.

e  We have developed a framework of project management KPIs for International Promotion of Japan's
Healthcare, Technologies and Services, a Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare program administered by the
NCGM Bureau of International Health Cooperation. The framework is designed to ensure maximum benefit
from Japanese assistance to developing countries in the health care field. We also conducted a systematic
analysis of health care and related projects in Vietnam to clarify the overall role and purpose of Japanese ODA
and provide the most effective strategies to that end. Data from the analysis has been used in the Asia Health

and Human Well-Being Initiative.

e  Finally, we conducted a joint international study with Germany on global health diplomacy in relation to the
United Nations and the G7 and G20 summits, as part of the UHC initiative to which both Japan and Germany
belong. In October 2017, the Japanese-German Center Berlin hosted a workshop on international diplomacy in

conjunction with iGHP and the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva.
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